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M. PENN V. 
SIR, 
GENS AVING thoaght fit, for many Reaſons, to cauſe a 


STE Publication of the unlucky Diſpate between us, as I 
SY H had promiſed you, how little ſuitable ſoever it may 
e to your Inclination; I ſhall take the Liberty thereby 
to do you Fe againſt your Will, and leave it to 
the Impartiality of your Friends, to judge, what Honour you have 
acquired, and how far you may ep Credit, or a Vindication 
from Others, having refuſed an Oath to do Toar-ſelf that Juſtice. 
And this I will venture to ſay, That were I to lay aſide the Evi- 
dence that were Eye-witneſſes of your doing this Raſh and Unnatu= 
ral Action, and your Innocence were to be meaſured by your Bzha. 
viour, and Manner of Defence, it would viſibly appear, that your 
betraying the Truſt committed to you, both by the Patient and my- 
ſelf, proceeded from a mercenary Principle, to ſtain and andermine 
my Reputation, the better to advance your own, though on à very 
el Foundation. 4 | | 
The Fact being of ſuch an Enormons Nature, and ſo very Inhu- 
mane, in all Reſpedhs both in regard to the Patient and my-ſelf, 
you ſeem'd at firſt not without Hopes of perſuading the World, that 
you could not poſſibly be Fr Wicked, as to be guilty of it. T heartily 
wiſh I had Reaſon to believe the ſame; but the Manner in which 
you have proceeded ſince, will not allow me to acquit you of — 
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. 
the Vileſt Views. For, when your Trick had miſcarried, and your 
Deſign was diſappointed, after you had in the Attempt almoſt un- 


done the Patient, and had found your-ſelf expoſed to Shame, and 


under a Neceſſity to own and palliate the Error to the Spectators 
(before whom had you then dem d, or pretended to have evaded 
the ſame, you muſt have had more Impudence than Him that ſet 
you to Work. After this, I ſay) your Old Friend, in order to bring 
you off (tho? at à dull Rate) told you, It was neceſſary, if you in- 
tended to purſue your ill. contrived Scheme, to pretend, that, in 
pure Compliment to me, you took that Error on your-felf ; and 
under that Cover, to introduce your Slander : Which Method you 
have very carefully followed ; and if your improbable Stories could 
be b*lieved, you have great Encouragement to proceed. 

But, in order to put a Stop to to your falſe Pretences, and that 
the World may judge, how far you have cleared your-ſelf, or what 
Juſtice you have done me (by whoſe means you was called to aſſiſt at 
the Operation) I have publiſhed all you have to ſay on this Subject; 
and ſhould be glad to be informed, without Prejudice or Partiality, 
nhat Confidence I might have in you on the like Occaſion ? 

But after all, J hope, for the future, to find Mr. Penny en- 
dow d with more Honour, Gratitude, and Fidelity, than he has 
been acted by in this Affair. Which are the Deſires of 


Reading, October 


Joun THORYE. 


Mr. PENNY" 
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St. PE NN Ve. 
Diſgonourable Breach of Truſt 


EXEMPLIFIED, 


At an AMPUTATION of a THicn. 


Ro CIC SIC 2rat KITES LIEU IIA) 
Mr. Plowman's and Mr. Shepherd's CERTIFICATE. 


HERE As on the Twenty fourth Day of January laſt, an 
Amputation was made on the Thigh of Mr. Thomas Billſor, 
& of Reading, Baker, by John Thorpe, Surgeon, at which Time 
ü — Accident * 8 that retarded the Operation; Where- 
, n many falſe Reports have = induſtriouſly ſpread to 

the Prejudice of the Nd John Thorpe: To prevent which 
for the Au he has been advis'd by his Friends, to have the Matter of 
Fact Certified by Richard Plowman and Thomas Shepherd who held the 
Limb, and were Eye. Witneſſes of the Matter, and * their Teſtimony as 
follows z Viz. 


I Richard Plowman bolding the Thigh of the above-named Mr, Tho- 

mas Billſon, ar the Time of the Amputation, and after Mr. 
Thorpe bad made the Circular Inciſion, and was going to uſe the 
Saw, Mr. Penny, who was there to Aſiſt at the Operation, took 
a Rag, and threw over the Part, (as be ſaid) to keep up the Muſcles, 
and not bolding the Hache, the ſaid Rag caught in the Teeth of the Saw, 
and could not be diſcharged, and being very near it, endeavoured 2 
i 


(6) 
rake it out, but could not: Upon which Mr. Thorpe was obliged to 
rake out the Saw, to remove the Rag. 


AND ALSO I Thomas Shepherd, holding the Leg at the Ope- 
ration, do hereby certify, That what is above mentioned by the ſaid 
Richard Plowman, # the Truth and Matter of Fact. And are rea- 
dy, if required, to make Oath of th? ſame. In Teſtimony whereof We 
have ſet our Hands, the Two and Twentieth Day of February, Anno 
Domini 1717. 


| | Arteſted by ; RICHARD PLOWMAN, 


6 THIS Unfortunate Accident happening to the Patient by means of 
; the Rag Mr. Penny had introduced, contrary to the Knowledge or Conſent 
of Mr. Thorpe, induced many to believe, it was done with no — 
A; Intent; but, to juſtify, or rather, excuſe it, he affirm'd, It was the Cuſtom 
i | of St. Thomas's Hoſpital, and particularly of Mr. Ferne, to uſe the ſame. 
1 Mr. Thorpe affirming the contrary, Mr. Shepherd being curious, and willing 
N to be better ſatisfied, privately ſent the following Letter, 


| Mrs. DouGLas, March 8. 1118. 


7 80 ME Time ago, we had a Neighbour's Leg cut off above the Knee, on 
8 which Operation were imployed Two Surgeons, the one I call the Ope- 
wi rator, and the other the Aſſiſtant; and when all Things were ready, and 
the Circular Incifion made, whilſt the Operator turned about to take the 
Saw, the Aſſiſtant pull'd a Rag out of his Pocket, and clap'd on the Part 
(as he ſaid) to keep back the Muſcles ; but not —_— it, when the Bone 
was about half a too, the Rag caught in the Teeth of the Saw, 
and could not be moved *till it was pull'd out; and a freſh Cut being made, 
the Operation was ſoon performed; and the Patient is in a fair Way of 
Recovery. The Surgeons were both apprentiſed in the Hoſpitals ; and 
ſince this, they have had very high Words about the Performance. The 
Operator fays poſitively, That it is. quo all the Common Rules of Practice, 
and that there never was any ſuch Thing as a Rag, uſed in thoſe Opera- 
tions; The Aſſiſtant ſays N at he would maintain it to be 
the daily Practice of the Hoſpitals: Now, one affirming it to be, and 
the other not to be, Practice, makes me very deſirous (if poſſible) to know 
which is in the right: So I beg the Favour of you, to ſhew this. to ſome 
Surgeons of the Hoſpitals, and ſend me their Opinion of it. | 


4 


AND 


4 
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AND the Anſwer thereto is as followeth ; vis. 


Mr. SHEPHERD, April 14. 1718. 
12 URS I received, and aſk uu Pardon for not anſwering it before ; 
1 but the Reaſon was, the Gentleman that was my Friend, was acquaint- 
ed with Two Surgeons of St. Thomas's Hoſpital, and he could not have 

portunity to ſpeak with them before. The Letter which concerned this 

atter, I cut off. and gave it my Friend ; he ſhewed it to them, and one 
more, and they read it, and were all of one Opinion, That they never 
made uſe of a Rag in cutting off a ag So they all Three conſulted, that 
the Aſſiſtant hath done it, to ſtain the Reputation of the Operator; and 
the Surgeons are all glad to hear, that the Patient is like to recover; for 


it was a Dangerous Operation. 
Tours to Command, 
SARAH DOUGLAS 


BOTH which were communicated to Mr. Penm by Letter as followeth. 


SIR, 


HE Induſtry and Pains you have taken to make the World believe, 
that I — only ye, but forſwear myſelf too, to ſerve my Friend, 
which, Sir, is a Thing as falſe as any thing you have faid in relation to this 
Caſe. For if you do but ſeriouſly conſider, with what Aſſurance you 
deny'd it at Mr. Billſon's to be the Rag that obſtructed the Saw, although, 
at the Time of the Operation, at the ſame Place, you had ſo rublickly 
own'd it; with which your Memory _ by me refreſh'd, you, with ſome 
Modeſty, confeſs'd it might be ſo ; methinks, you ſhould be very cautious, 
how you endeavour to {tain my Reputation, ſince your own ſtands upon fo 
tottering a Foundation: Pray, — — further, with how much Aſſurance 
= told Mr. Thorpe, that you would maintain it to be Practice, and particu- 
ly, that it was the Practice of the Hoſpitals: Now your affirming it to 
be Practice, and he denying it to be ſo, made me reſolved (if poſſible) 
which was in the right; in order to which, I writ to a Friend of mine in 


Londen, and from her received the following Anſwer, I ric. The Letter laſt 


mentioned. ] Theſe are the very Words I received; and is all from, 


j B -<oal 
April 18. 1718} Tours, in all Reſpedts, 
THoOMAs SHEPHERD 


Mr, Penny 


(8) 


Mr. Penny did not think fit to Defend or Anſwer the ſame for ſome Time; 
till he was reflected upon, and put under a Neceſſity to ſay ſomething in his 
Vindication, and then he pretended to have no Knowledge of ſuch Certi- 
ficate, or Proceedings, and that the ſame was falſe: But Mr. Thorpe bei 
willing to leave him without Excu'e, and to take away all imaginary Hard 
ſhi — might be pretended for want of Evidence (the Perſon he had 
inſtructed for that Purpoſe, 8 failed him) and Mr. Penny being reduced 
to the Teſtimony of his own CONSCIENCE, (little of which A P- 
PEARING) the following Oath was propoſed. | 


W HERE As it haz been Certified by Richard Plowman and 
Thomas Shepherd, That the Accident which retarded the Ope- 
ration in taking off the Thigh of Thomas Billſon, by John Thorpe, 
Surgeon, was occaſioned by a Rag placed upon the Part by me Bartho- 
lomew Penny, who negletting to bold the . Rag out of the Way of 
the Saw, the ſame caught in the Teeth of the Saw, uſed by Mr. Thorpe, 
which could not be diſcharged, but by taking out the ſame: NOW 
I Bartholomew Penny, do hereby make Oath, that the ſaid Certificate 
zs falſe ;, and, That the Saw uſed by Mr. Thorpe, was not ſtopp d or any 
way hindered in the aboveſaid Operation, by any Rag placed or laid on the 
Part, by me Bartholomew Penny; but was ſlopp'd and retarded, by 
nothing but Part of the Muſcular Fleſh, not ſeparated by Mr. Thorpe. 


WHI CH dd Oath was conſented to, till the Conſequence of Perju- 
ry began to fly in his Face, and then he thought it more adviſable to ſend 
for Anſwer, the following Letter. 


r. Thorpe having thought fit to oblige the World with a notable Piece 
of Scandal, wy much reflecting upon me, I think myſelf fo far oblig'd 
to him, as to return him Thanks for the Publication of it, fince thereby he 
has given me an 1 of clearing my- ſelf from the Imputation of 
being thought a foul Practitioner, and has forced me to expoſe his own 
Ignorance, in ſo eſſential a Part of his Profeſſion, as that of an Amputation. 
I am very ſenſible how much I have already ſuffer'd in my Reputation, by 
having lain ſo long under fo vile a Calumny, eſpecially in thoſe Families 
where I have not the Honour to. be employed or acquainted ; but I hope 
theſe Gentlemen will confider, ſuch Monſtrous Births are not all at once to 
be uſher'd into Light, left they appear too ſhocking to be believed, and 
therefore cannot be immediately anſwered. No! ſuch vile Forgeries as theſe, 
muſt firſt be whiſper'd about, and familiarized to Peoples Ears, before it 
can 
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can be expected they can gain Belief; and, therefore, though the Operation 
was performed almoſt Three Years ſince, and the Scandalous Libel was 
wrote not long after, I never heard it was Publiſhed 'cill the latter End of 
laſt Summer, nor could get fight of it 'till Mr. King was ſo kind as to favour 


me with a Copy the 23d of November laſt, 1720. 


I had very little Reaſon to expect ſuch Uſage from a Brother Surgeon 
(if Mr. Thorpe will give me Leave to call him ſo) who, both before and af. 
ter the Operation, had ſo many Obligations to me. I was amaz'd, indeed, 
to find a Gentleman of his Figure in this Part of the World, ſo intirely to 
ſeek in what an Apprentice Boy in London would be aſham'd to own himſelf 
not a Maſter of; and had I any 3 to prejudice Mr. Thorpe in his Repu- 
tation, I ſhould have rather choſe to have left him to his own Management, 
where he could not have fail'd of ſufficiently expoſing himſelf; than have 
been at the Trouble of Inſtructing him, as I did, only afterwards in order to 


prevent Miſchief by his way of Operation. 


AS to the Teſtimony of the Taylor and Catler, which he brings to ſup- 
port his Allegations againſt me, I ſhall only aſk this Queſtion, Whether 
the Rag therein mentioned, was not the Three tail Band he conſented ſhould 
be made Uſe of in the Operation? and which he will find very much re- 
commended by ¶ Lade Monſieur Dionis, Monſieur Vauguion, Falricus Hildanas) 
Authors of the beſt Note; and I aver to be made uſe of by Mr. Girle in St. 


Thomas's Hoſpital, when I was an Apprentice to him. 


BU T, happy was it for him, that the Rag was there; for elſe, what 
would he have had to blame, for making ſo many fruitleſs Attempts to di- 
vide the Bone, before he had ſufficiently ſeparated the Fleſh ? 


F AR be it from me, to impute this Error to the Nearneſs of his Sight, 
a Failing which he cannot help; I ſhould rather think it owing to his Na- 
tural Heat of Temper, which, in Converſation, betrays him into great Inde- 
cencies, and in his Buſineſs, into Hurry and Confuſion. 


- BUT, to remove all manner of Suſpicion of my being guilty of ſo baſe 
zn Action, the very Thought of which I deteſt and abhor, 1 ſolemnly declare, 
I made uſe of no other Rag during the Time of the Operation, than the 
Band above-mentioned, which Mr. Tharpe agreed to: And I made no other 
uſe of that, than to keep up the Muſculous Fleſh ; nor do I believe it ever 
touch'd the Teeth of the Saw; ſo far was it from hindering the Operation. 
Onthe contrary, I do aver, That the only Impediment to the Operation was, 
That Mr. Thorpe had not divided the Fleſh to the Bone, as he ought to have 
done, and which, when I had done for him, he then performed the Ope- 


ration. 


B 1 


defires to ſee it. 


©... - 


'T ſhould now take my Leave of Mr. Thorpe, and this ill-natur'd Story, did 
not I think my ſelf in Duty bound to vindicate the Honour of the Surgeons of 
St. Thomas's Hoſpital, where I had my Education, who have had an Opi- 


nion impudently forg'd way them: This mult — ve notable Credit to 


the reſt of their Story, who are forced to belye thoſe Gentlemen, in order to 
fix Male-PraCtice upon me; but be pleaſed to take their Certificate in their 
own Words, the Original of which F am willing to ſhew, to any Perſon who. 


London, Feb. 4. 1720. 


\ \ J E bereby Certify the Uſe of a Linnen, to keep back the Muf- 
culous Fleſh in Amputations, is recomended by ſeveral Authors, 


and uſed by ſome Surgeons. 


E further declare, That we have never ſeen any Letter to aſk 
eur Opinion, nor given any Opinion concerning Mr. Thorpe's Operation 
at Reading, | 


James FERN E.} Surgeons to St. Tho- 
Josias PAUL. H, Hoſpital. 


I muſt deſire Mr. Thorpe in the Concluſion, to remember, that I ſend him 
this Anſwer to his Accuſation, immediately, before any previous diſparaging 
Whiſperings, which was a Kindneſs he thought not convenient to grant 
me, 


BAR. PENN. 


Mr. Thorpe's ANSWER 70 Mr.Penny's LETTER. 


Ar. PENN x, 


Have received from you a moſt falfe and ſcandalous Paper, full of Slander 
and Untruths, almoſt in every Line, flouriſhing on your own Wiſdom 
and Manners, and modeſtly exploding my Ignorance: But having had 
the Happineſs of the {ſame Education in my Buſineſs, that yourſelf pretends 
to, with an Addition of Twenty Years Succeſsful Practice, ſhall not value the 
Dirt you pretend to throw upon me, nor ſtand in need of a Character from 
fo vile a Slanderer. And, however ſhocking and monſtrous as the Char 
I have laid againſt you, may ſeem to be, I will prove it upon you, and whic 
— will hardly wipe off, by a Scurrilous Banter, and denying Fact; which 
been always the Cuſtom of every ill Perſon ſo to do, after committing an 
un. 


(n 


unjuſtifiable Action; of which your ſelf may be a temarkable Inſtance. But 
1 would be glad to know, how you came 10 be to quick-fighted, to diſcover 
my | nce above all of our Fraternity, that l have had the Honour to be 
concern'd with, moſt of them Men of the greateſt Note in Erg/and, who have 
approved both my Method and Medicines, in the moſt difficult Caſes z and 

ore. whom I have done the ſame Operation, and many of the like na- 
ture, with Applauſe and Succeſs; But it was where no fuch Legerdemain 


I'ricks were attempted, 


NOW, Sir, I mall — with my Paſſions and Infirmities, you were 
leaſed to take notice of, Which, however bad enough, have been but little 
rouble to you; and with all the ill 10 wi you can lay to their Charge, the 


had not Force enough to {top the Saw, without the help of your Rag. A 

1 would alſo adviſe you, to remove the Beam trom your own Eye, and then 
ou may be able to diſcover the true Reaſon, how you came to make that un- 

—— Blunder, in letting poor Miſtreſs Morley Blood, and your great 

Miſmanagement on that unhappy Accident: J have Charity to hope you may 

repent and amend. 


AN D now, as to the great and many Obligations you ſay I have received 
from you, they may be ix NMubibus, and when they will come out, I know 
not; and having never requeſted any Favour from you, am at a Loſs to think 
what they are: Surely, you can hardly be fo vain and conceited, as to believe, 
I could ſtand in need of your Inſtructione, being a Boy juſt come from your 
Apprenticeſhip, in Compariſon to Practice: But I perceive you are willing to 
exalt yourſelf, | 


AND now, to give you an Inſtance or two of your being an unfair Practi- 
tioner, you boaſt you are not; your Uſage to Doctor Merrick in the Cale of 
Miſtreſs Phillipe, and al ſo that to Mr. King in the Caſe of Mr. Plummer the 
Silver-Smith, with many more Inſtances I could give you, that, had you any 
Modeſty, may ſerve to convince you, what you are, in reſpect to fair Practice. 


N OW, Sir, as to the Certificate you have taken the Pains to get, there 
is an old Saying, A Lyar ought to have 4 grod Memory; which if you had 
thought of, you would not have ſhew'd that Certificate which has proved you 
tobe ſuch ; for you declared, it was always the Cuſtom of St. Thomas's Hoſpital 
to ute ſuch a Rag, which, by their Certificate, does not appear to be uſed by 
them ; and befides, your Rag could not be a Bandage, being not manually 
confin'd, but by you loofely laid upon the Part, and the Ends, that ſhould 
have been in your Hands, hung in the way of the Saw. And, if I may be 
believed upon Oath, which I am ready to take, that you never propaſed any 
ſuch Bandage, or made mention of any ſuch thing to me; or did I fee the 
Rag, *tilt after J had made the Circular Iuciſton: At which Time, I will 


Prove, you took it from your — and not from the Diſh, where were all 
2 the 


(12) | 
the other Bandages that we had agreed would be neceſſary to be uſed. Now, 
Mr. Penny, here lies the Grand Point whereon all your Honour depends, which 
you have ligh:ly touch'd upon, and is, by only ſaying, You believe your Rag 
did not any-wiſe {top or hinder the Operation of the Saw; which I ſhall prove, 
out of your own Mouth, it did ; and not the Muſcles, which you would now 
inſinuate was the Cauſe, the better to conceal your Treacherous, and Preme- 


ditated Trap, you had laid againſt my Reputation. 


N O W, Sir, how came you to own it tobe the Rag that 45 the Saw, 
in the Chamber, to the Patient, and All the Company there; and alſo in the 
Parlour, after we had Diſſected the Leg, which you may ſee by the Under- 
written Certificate; which may make you bluſh, had you any Grace left, and 


were not obſtinately hardened. 


HEREAS I Peter Falkner, * Phy/ician, intending to have 

ſeen the Operation in taking off the Thigh of Mr. Thomas 
Billſon, bur coming 100 late, it being juſt performed, I found Mr. Thorpe, 
Mr. Penny, with other Company, in the Parlour, where they were all 
zalking of an Accident, that had happen d in the Operation, by means of 
a Rag, that the Saw had taken hold wa y which the ſaid Operation had been 
retarded, and Mr. Penny agreed with the ſame Diſcourſe, as well as 
the reſt of the Company, and ſaid, Of a bad Chance, it was a good one, 
becauſe the Stump would be the better, by reaſon the Bone was taken 
off a little higher; and at which time I rook\up the Saw, and perceived 
the Teeth of the ſame to be full and clogg*'d with Rag or Flitterings from the 
fame : All which I am ready to Teſtify. As witneſs my Hand this Thir- 
teenth Day of February, 1720. 


> 


TER FALKNER. 


BUT I muſt alſo let you know, in all Amputations, that you ſay I am 
fo Ignorant in ITY > I always go twice round the Bone, that nothin 
may be left undivided (and Mr. e e can bear me Witneſs) againſt which 
the Edge of the Knife was very much turn'd, and the Saw perform'd its Office 
with all the Eaſe and Smoothneſs imaginable, till your Rag began to do its 
intended Office, and have its deſired Effect: And to cover your Trick, you took 
up the Knife, and made a Pretence of doing ſomething, when the Saw ſtuck 
upon the Second Intention, after your Rag had — the Firſt. But there 
was nothing for you to do more, than to commend your Rag, for the good Ser- 
vice it had done you. 


= — 


* iſtate, writ Doctor. 


NOW , 


ſent to her; but was pleaſed to take the A 


(213 ) 


NO W, Sir, as to any Reflex ion intended upon the Gentlemen of St. Tho- 
mass Hoſpital, Lou muſt not inſinuate any ſuch thing, becauſe you might have 
applied your ſelf to the Gentlewoman that obtained their Opinion, and with 
little Trouble have known who they were. At which Time, I believe, Mr. 
Paul, One of your Certifyers, was not a Surgeon of the Hoſpital. But your 
Buſineſs was not to inquire too far into Truth, but only to have a plauſible 
Pretence to hide your Slander and hypocritical Wickedneſs. 


N OW, Sir, as to my ng, and privately diſperſing my Libel, as 
you call it, if there is any Truth in Man, I ſent it to you in a Week, or there- 
abouts, after it had beenfairlyDrawn-up andAtteſted : Atwhich Timeit was read 
by old Mr. William Abery (and then Iwill leave the World to judge, Whether 
it could be a Secret from you or any Body elſe) who made his Remarks up- 
on it, and ſaid, He believed it was of Dr. Merrick's drawing up, which was 
really a Miſtake. True it is, I was adviſed fo to do, to defend my-ſelf; 
and how ſeaſonable it was, let the World judge by your Scurrilous Paper. 
But, moreover, had you loſt the Certificate I ſent you, you might have had 
many Opportunities of getting another for your better — and De- 
fence, had you then intended to have obliged the World with it. 


NOW. Mr. Penny, I ſhall here leave you, deſiring you to learn to ſpeak 


Truth, to be more Sincere ; and then you may be, in ſome Degree, more 
intituled to be called, a True Brother, and not deſerve to be thought a Falle 


One, 
By your abuſed Friend, 


Reading, 18 February, 1720. Jo xx Tron PE 


Mr. Shepherd's Second LETTER to Mr. Penny. 


Ar. PENN, 


ON Wedneſday laſt, I received a Letter from Mrs. Dowg/ar, in which are 
theſe Words, 71 /ittle thought, that I ſhould have had ſo much Trouble when 


J auſwer d ro Letter Three Tears 75 neither did I think I ſhonld have heard 
Idi 


an) more of it; or do eu think that it, to ſtain the Reputation of one, er ta 
gain the Keputation of the other ? for I knew neither of them, 


FROM alt which, with the Copy of the Letter which I gave to you, 
and was the ſame that was ſent to her, it plainly appears, that the Queſtion. 
was fairly Asked, and as innocently Anſwered. This you very well knew 


before, from the ſeveral Letters, that either = or oe Ty; * 
vantage ot the Abſence 


the Gentleman who asked the Queſtion, who was Mr. Waters, that ſerved 
is 


” ca) 


bis Time to Mr. Mew at the Hand and Steus in Gravel- Laue, near Hund/ 
Aueh, and has been gone 10 Sea Iwo Years. * * 

NO W, Mr. Penny, as you knew the Honeſty of the Queſtion, the Sim. 
plicity of the Anſwer, and Abſence of the Gentleman who made the Enquiry ; 
1 beg of you, ſeriouſly to conſider of the great Sins of Detraction and Lying, 
and examine your own Heart, whether you are innocent, when in that Part 
of your Anſwer to Mr. Thor pe, contrary to your own Knowledge, (aud Con- 
ſcience too, if you have any) you have affixed upon me, That 1 have impu- 
dently forg'd the Opinion of the Gentlemen of St. Thomas's Hoſpital; and 
for that Reaſon, any thing that I ſhall ſay on this Occafion, ought not to be 
believed. But, Sir, I mult let you know, That, next to my being innocent, 
it is the greateſt Comfort to me in this World, that I can {till det you and 
all the World, to prove what you faid of me, before you kuew me: or in 
any thing unjuſt or falſe, ſince you have. | 


BUT fince, you have not been able to bring any Evidence to ſupport the 
Monſtrous, but Juſt, Charge that is laid againit you, except the Honeſt Mil- 
ler, who had the Story (by you) put the wrong way into his Mouth ; but the 
Honeſty and Simplicity of the Man, brought it the right way out; for when 
I asked him the Queſtion before your Face, he innocently ſaid, Ir was the 
Rag; and if the Teſtimony of the Taylor and Cutier mult not be believed, I 
will allow the Tap- Draper s Son's Oath, of Validity enough to clear himſelf; 
which, as a Reverend Divine ſays, is a very great Condeſcention ; and he thinks 
it is the leaſt you can do to ſupport your own Credit and Reputation. 


NOW, Mr. Penny, the Reaſon why Mr. Thorpe is, and always was, will- 
ing to take your own Oath for Confirmation, and to make an end of all this 
Strife, is, firſt, Becauſe you have made your Exception (though without 
Reaſon) again every body that have born Teſtimony againſt you; and, ſe- 
condly, That the World may ſee he is willing to do you Juſtice, in allowing 
of your own Oath, which if you refuſe to do, the whole Caſe ſhall be print- 
ed, and then let the World judge, who are innocent, and who not; and if 
you will not ſwear for your ſelf, you will not {wear for another. 


1 muſt con feſs, Iam of Opinion, that your own good Word is not ſufficient ; 
becauſe there is nothing more certain in Experience, than that many Men will 
lye for their Intereſt, when they will not be perjured; God having planted in 
the Natural Conſcience of Men, a ſecret Dread of Perjury, above moſt other 
Sins, But, Sir, ſhould you take this Oath (vid.) That it was Fleſh, and 
not the Rag, that caught the 'Teeth of the Saw, and ſtopt the fame ; and were 
it poſſible for you to work a Miracle to confirm it, we could ſcarce believe it; 
for the very ſame Aſſurance we ſhould have for the Truth of the Miracle, 
we have of the Fal ſhood of the Oath; that is, the clear Evidence of our 
Senſes, For, if you could perſuade us, that we did not Sec, — 

| id, 


ö 
?. 


Cond -- 


did, but that it was Fleſh, and not Rag, I think, the propereſt Time for 

to have worked this Miracle, would have been below Stairs, when the Saw 
was viewed (by your own ſelf and the whole Room) full of the Flitterns of 
the Rag, and without the leaſt bit of Fleſh hanging to it. 


THIS made fo deep an Impreſſion on your Senſes, that though you had 


Time to have made your Exceptions, yet you ſpoke the Sincerity of your 


own Heart, and ſaid, Of a bad Chance, it was a good one, and much more 
to the ſame purpoſe, as in Mr. Fa/kzer's Certificate is ſet forth. 


BUT before I leave you, I muſt remind you of an odd Expreſſion in 
our Anſwer ; which is, That you never heard it was publiſhed 'till the 
atter End of laſt Sunymer : Now to convince you of the Falſhood of this 
Expreſſion, I defire you to remember, what you ſaid before the Worthy 
Doctor Bird and Mr. Ring; when I told you, That you had a treacherous 
Memory, and that I would not have you bluſh, your Anſwer was, Thar I 

—_— ; for I don't deny but I heard of it, but never ſaw it, till Mr. King 
ewed it me. 


March 6. 1720. T Ro. SHEPHERD 


Mr. Penny's Second LET TER to Mr. Thorpe. 


Ar. Tho, 


Receiv'd your Second Paper, and own it; and had you ſent your firſt by 

as Truſty a Meſſenger, I ſhould have had no Reaſon to diſpute the receiv- 
ing That: But as I muſt ſtill inſiſt, that I never ſaw it 'till the Time men- 
tioned in my former Paper, your Honour ſeems to me to be a little concern'd 
to name the Perſon who deliver'd to, or left it for, me. But it ſeems, that 
is too difficult a Task; and becauſe Mr. Awbery (you ſay) read it, you 
neceſſarily conclude, that I muſt have a Copy of it. But loving that to 
be Matter of Fact, how far the Conclufion will hold good, by the Rules of 
Logick, let the Maſters of that Art judge between us. 


BUT to proceed upon the ſeveral other Particulars in your Second. 
Paper; I ſhould be very uneaſy under the Aſperfions of caſting fo much Dirt 
2 you, could any unprejudiced Perſon, or even your ſelf, really think me 
Guilty of it. Had I, indeed, inſtead of lightly touching on your ! 
in Amputations only, expatiated on your Unskilfulneſs in general, and 
inſtance all the Caſes wherein I have been concerned with ycu, and where 
I diſapprov d of both your Method and Medicines, and recover'd the Pati- 
ents ; the Pompous Character you give your ſelf of Twenty Years ſacceſsful 
Fractice, and of having been concerned with, and approv'd of, by Men of 


the 


| 
| 
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the greateſt Note in England, though fooliſh and vain-glorious, might have 
been ſeaſonahle to dazle the Eyes of the Vulgar, and take them off from 
rying too narrowly into your true Character and Skill. But, inſtead of any 
lach ways as theſe, | always had the greateſt Regard to your Reputation, 
and uſed you with the utmoſt Candour and Ingenuity, *till now you provoke 
me to uſe you otherwiſe, Particularly, in Mrs. Curtis's Cale ; where, 
though I diſapproved of both your Method and Medicines, you were the only 
Perion that knew I did ſo. By the Alteration indeed, I made in them, the 
Patient did recover, and that in a little Space of Time, though 72 had 
been concerned with her by your ſelf for Five Months before; and when 1 
firſt ſaw her, ſhe was obliged to keep her Bed. I have ſo much Charity as 
to hope, that you had no Pefgn to make a Patient of her. I could produce 
ſeveral more Caſes equally to your Honour ; but ſhall be ſo far from imita- 
ting you, in m— up any Stories, that I will even ſtifle thoſe which you 
cannot deny ; and which, it made Publick, would prove you, not to be that 
great Maſter of your Profeſſion you boaſt yourſelf, 


AND here I mult beg leave to inquire a little more particularly, Who 
thoſe Men of Note were, before whom you perform'd ſuch notable 2 
by Way of Amputation? becauſe your bare affirming it, can be no Con- 
viction to me, who ſaw you ſo much at a Loſs how to go about it. Did vou 
then make Uſe of that Pair of Forceps you ſhew'd to me, to take up the 
Artery, which would ſcarce hold a Straw ? Did you then ſtand on the wrong 
fide of the Limb, as you would have done with me, had not I ſet you 
right? And were all the Bandages to be uſed at the Operation, in the Diſh, 
as well as thoſe to be uſed in the Dreſſing after it? But for fear you ſhould 
not feel the Meaning of this laſt Queſtion, it is to let you know, that I own 
I took the Rag, as you call it, out of my Pocket (a very convenient Place to 
put it, *till wanted) as I would any 1 to be uſed during the Operation, 
and not lay it in the Diſh with the Dreſſings to be uſed afterwards. But it 
ſeems Bandages and Dreſſings, what to be uſed at, at what after, the Ope- 
ration, are all to be put together, whenever Mr. Thorpe performs an Ampu- 
tation! But now you further ſay, I did not mention, nor did you agree to 
any ſuch Bandage to be made uſe of, at the Operation. Pray, then, how 
came you to ſuffer me to apply it at the Operation? And why did not you 
then — againſt it, and cauſe it to be removed, before you began with 
75 Saw? As it required ſome time to fix it, it could not be done in that 
egerdemain Way you intimate; and when it was fixed, it was too big not 
to be ſeen. In neither Way, therefore, could I impoſe upon you, either b 
my own Dexterity or your Want of Sight ; but you had Opportunity enoug 
to cauſe it to be removed, had not you before conſented to it. As to what 


happened afterward, I muſt put you in Mind of theſe few Particulars ; Did 


not I tell you, the firſt time your Saw nor that you had not ſeparated 
the Fleſh to the Bone ? And though you gan a ſecond time with your Saw, 


when the Bandage was removed, you then likewiſe ſtopp'd: and mon 
| Ee indeed, 
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indeed, I took the Knife, and (as you ſay) pretended to do ſomething; 
which Pretence, however, had this real Efte&, that you then went through 


the Gperation. 


Mr. Thorpe, if you will not allow of theſe, and the other Inſtances I have 
mentioned, as Favours, you would do well to recolle& how often you uſed 
to call upon me, for five Weeks after the Operation; and the many 
Queſtions you asked, how and when you ſhould proceed in your Appli- 
cations. But as other People, beſides Lyars, often want their Memories to 
be refreſhed, Mr. Thorne's Family can bear me Witneſs, that I never 
went to the Patient with you, till I had given you firlt Inſtructions. 


Sir, In my former Paper to you, I muſt own, I thought you made too 
much Ule of very improper Witneſſes for any Diſpute concerning a Chi- 
rurgical Operation; and therefore choſe to call them by their Trades, rather 
than their Names. This I have been ſeverely reprimanded for by a Letter 
from Mr. Shepherd. I know better than to treat Doctor Falkner otherwiſe 
than with what Defe rence which is due to his Character; and I have often 
lamented to myſelt, that the Doctor was not preſent at the Operation; for, 
from a Gentleman of his Skill and Experience in ſuch Affairs, it is not to be 
doubted, but the true Cauſe of the Impediment might have been perceived, 
which the other Gentlemen may be miſtaken in, how ſincere ſoever they 
may be in their Evidence, to the beſt of their Underſtanding. As for the 

rticular Words I ſpoke in the Parlour, when Peter Fahner, Doctor, was 
there, I can't charge my Memory with them. I ſeem'd to accuſe my {elf ! 
You ought to thank me for it, and own it for an Obligation. Had I been 
conſcious to my ſelf, that I had led you into an Error, and had own'd it 
before ſo much Company as Doctor Falkner would inſinuate, is it reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that I ſhould be the firſt Perſon that ſhould tell you, that the 
World laid that Error to your Charge? But I inſiſt, that I did not only, 
not blame your Management in the Operation, in the Parlour, but excuſed 
you every-where elſe, and told you the Reports I heard concerning you. I 
am ſurpriſed to find myſelf ſo much to blame, for not truſting to the Gen- 
tlewoman's Evidence concerning an Opinion obtained from the Surgeons of 
St. Thomas's Hoſpital : I would by no means derogate from her Veracity ; 
but when I found 1t paſs through ſo many Hands, one dead, and one abroad, 
I thought it might not be improper to aſk thoſe Gontlemen themſelves ; 
who very readily gave me their Certificate, the Copy of which I ſent you: 
Nor does that ſeem to me to be ſo very infignificant a one as you pretend; 
for if you could remember any thing but what makes for you, you mult own, 
I could not ſay, that it was always the Cuſtom of that Hoſpital; ſince every 
Surgeon there, uſeth what Method he thinks beſt ; and it's enough for me 
that Mr. Girle, my Maſter, made uſe of the Method in diſpute between us; 


and I can't ſee where the Certificate _—_ it, I muſt beg leave alſo to put you 
in 
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in the right in one Piece of Chronalogy, vi d. That Mr. Paul has been Sur- 


geon to St. Thomas's Hoſpital theſe Six Years. | 


Mr. Thorpe, IJ have neither Leiſure nor Inclination to. purſue this Diſpute 
any longer; therefore, if neither my folemn Proteſtation, that I defign'd 
you no ah by uſing ſuch a Bandage, nor my ſincere Belief, that it did 
you none (which I here repeat again to you) will give you Satisfaction in 
it; [muſt ſubmit myſelf to the more impartial Judgment of Others, agd 
the Teſtimony of my own Conſcience; and I truſt not, in a little Time, 


there will be very few left, beſide * ſelf, unſatisfied. In the mean Linie, 


take this Piece ot wholſome Countel, That ſhould you ever engage again in 
the like Diſpute, let not your Paſſion hurry you on into fo haſty, and ungentle- 
man-like a Way of Writing, and into Stories very foreign to the purpoſe, 
cor fear you ſhould meet with Perſons who will make Uſe of them more to 
your Diladvantage, than I have done. 


March 15. 1720. BAR. PENNY. 


M. Thorpe“ ANSWER 70 Mr. Penny*s Second LET TER. 


Ar. PENN x, 


Have received your Second Paper, in a Stile very different from that of 

a Gentleman you recommend; but your Detence lying not that way, 
and not having by any means cleared yourſelf from the Charge laid againſt 
you, hope you will not take amiſs the Publication, that the World may be 
our — you having refuſed the eaſy, honeſt, and ſincere Method pro- 
pa! , that, were you really ihnocent, you would have readily imbraced ; 
ut have thought it more adviſeable to deſpiſe Evidence, they being 
Tradeſmen ; nor even Peter Falluer, Doctor, will not be allowed to be 


rational. But the Miller, who had been inſtructed to give a falſe Evidence, 


was ſaid to be a very fit Perſon; however the Man, to your ſurprize, tel- 
ling the Truth, you thought then no Evidence could be ſo proper for your 
purpoſe, as your own; and the Truth muſt depend upon your Word and 
Sincerity ; the Veracity of which we ſhall a little Nook into. But firſt, being 
call'd upon to anſwer ſome Particulars, ſhall do it as tenderly as your Scur 
rility will admit; muſt let you know, It was my Servant that attended at 
the Operation, who left the Certificate at your Lodgings about the 2th 
of February, 1717. Indeed, I did not order him to bring a Receipt for it; 
but have many Reaſons to be convinced it came to your Hands; and ſhall 
neither want Reaſon or Logick to prove you a foul Practitioner. And now, 
more to ſatisfy your ten, then any Body's elfe, ſhall let you know, 
your Certificr, Mr. Ferne, has both approved of my Method and —— 
1 I could give you many more Inſtances, which, for Brevity's _— 


(19 

hall omit. Alſo, there is a Perſon of your own Pariſh, on whom I perform'd 

an Amputation ot the ſame Nature; but had Mr. Penny been there with his 

Rag, the Man might not have been here to have told him, how well it was 
pertorm'd without it. But to carry on your Purpoſe, have, by ſhameful 
and falſe Inſinuations, painted me out to be a very ignorant and indiſcreet 
Perſon ; miſrepreſenting that little Converſation I have had with you, have 
thought fit to {ay any Thing, without regard to Truth or good . Manners 
as it 1 ſhould apply to you for Inſtructions, and to inforce a Belief of your 
forged Story, inſtance my calling on you, which I often did, it being in my 
way to the Patient; and you would as often aſk me, to ſtay till you were 
ready, but little thought you intended fo inſnaring a piece of Treachery. 
But as to the Ladies, they may be as proper Evidence as the Miller, when 
they ſhall have been as well inſtructed; for which you have deſerved other 
Correction. And as to Mrs. Cxr:i;'s Caſe, you have acted like a falſe Brother, 
in attributing to your ſelf what you did not deſerve ; for her Cure was com- 
pleated, by what I had (long before you ſaw her adviſed her to do, which 
was to keep her Chamber, until her Legs were healed ; for by the frequent 
Cold ſhe took in her Shop, and elſewhere, her Legs would often fly out, 
when they were almoſt healed. And ſure, no-body but Mr. Penny, would 
inſtance ſuch a Story, which I diſdain; and ſhall leave to be impartiall 
conſidered, after I have, in a few Inſtances, proved you to be of a quic 
and bold Invention. Shall inſtance Mrs. Phillips, whom you told, when you 
brought her what you had no Authority or Orders to do, That it was b 
Doctor AMerricke's Advice and Directions; for which falſe Engliſh and ti 
Practice, he juſtly reprimanded you; and when you was aſk'd, What was 
meant by that Quotation of Mrs. Phil/ips's Caſe? you ſaid, You did not know; 
tho? you had been reprimanded for the ſame. 


I could give you many more Inſtances, that ought to convince: you not to- 
be a Man of Sincerity. And as for your Certificate, my Name never being 
mentioned to Mr. Ferne or Mr. Paul (or did I ever pretend it was?) cannot 
help confirming my Opinion I gave you of it in my laſt Letter, and that it 
ſerved Mr. Shepherd's Purpoſe much more than yours, who was curious to 
know, if you ſpoke Truth, when you affirmed it to be the Cuſtom of Mr. 
Ferne to uſe ſuch a Rag or Bandage, which you forgot to have certified; 
ſo that the old Proverb was juſtly applied. But if I am out in my Chrono- 
logy, as to Mr. Paul's Election, ſhall atk Pardon. 


AN D now, Sir, ſhall ſay ſomething of your Rag, and of your propoſing 
the Uſe of it to me, which you affirm I conſented to. Now I do declare, 
and will in the moſt convincing Manner (viz. on Oath) affirm the contrary, 
that I never conſented, or did — or believe, you intended the Uſe of 
any ſuch Bandage; and alſo farther inform you, why I did not remove it at 
the Operation; At which Time, you took the Opportunity (as I turn'd to- 
lay down one Inſtrument, and take another) to apply your Rag, the * 

0 
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cf which, lay dofe to the Bone, and undiſcovered, by which, you pur ie X 
3 


out of your Power to prevent the Miſchief that afterwards happene 
nothing appearing in fight but the Head of the Rag, which lay upon the up- 
per Part Ache Th 


igh, which, at my turning to pertorm the remaining Parr 
of the Operation, I was ſurprized to ſee, and calling to you, to know the 
Meaning of it, made me no Anſwer, but was employing yourſelf at the 
Bandages, till your — and Time not permitting a Diſpute, ſee- 
ing nothing that I could believe would obſtruct the Saw, which perform d 


very well, till it caught hold of thoſe Ends you had fo {lily concealed: 

And the Taylor, whoſe Hand was upon the Part, holding the Ligature, 

declared a Rag to be the Impediment; and may be allowed a Judge, deal- 
you 


ing in that Commodity as well as your ſelf: At which Time, th en- 
deavoured to remove it, but could not, till Saw and Rag were removed 
together. | c 


NO W, Mr. Penny, to prove this, I have both Evidence and Circum- 
Nances ; and why it ſhould not be believed, ſhall defy you and all thoſe 
that aſſiſt you in your pretended Anſwer, to find out a Realon. | 


"AND as to your being the firſt that ſhould inform me of the World's 
laying that Error to my Charge, muſt deſire you to draw no Cunſequences 

; it being an Invention o 42 own; as alſo your pretended Excu'es 
in my behalf, which are rather Reflections of the higheſt Nature, done in 
order to ſkreen your ſelf; which aſſoon as I was informed of, I made uſe of 
the Certificate which Mr. Shepherd could not believe you would give me 
Occafion to ſtand in need of; you having, in ſo publick a manner, own'd 
the Error; which, in Compaſſion to your Youth, and little Experience in 


Practice, I paſs'd it by as an Accident, 'till by your complicated Wickedneſs, 


Ihad Reaſon to think it otherwiſe, when "Hypocriſy, Slander, and Falſe- 
Witneſs, ſhall ſo viſibly abound ; which I-am ſorry 10 juſtly to accuſe 
a Brother of, if ſo I may call you; and hope you may find Leiſure to re- 
pent, though you cannot to acquit your ſelf, but by Methods increaſing 


your Guilt ; Is the Deſire of, 


